Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia and recurrent thromboembolism in siblings.
Two brothers with heparin-induced thrombocytopenia and multiple arterial and venous thromboembolism affecting peripheral vessels are described. Heparin-dependent antiplatelet antibody was detected using platelet aggregometry in both patients. Although these observations may be coincidental, the possibility of familial occurrence of this adverse reaction to heparin cannot be excluded with certainty.